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of mankind in general, there is nothing corrupt in
including ourselves in the number.

Take for illustration the feelings of a little child
towards its parents, whom I will suppose to be good,
right-minded persons. He looks up to them, depends
upon them, feels assured of their love to him, and of
their wishes for his welfare. It may be they hold
out as an inducement to him to act rightly the hope
of something that they will give him if he acts
rightly. He receives this as from them, and the gift
helps to increase his attachment to them, provided
at least that the thing is not overdone, so as to lead
him to expect it as a matter of right, or at least as
a matter of course. Subject to the same proviso, if
from acting contrary to the intentions of his parents
he fails to obtain it, he feels that he has only himself
to blame, and the loss does not cause him to doubt
his parents' love to him, or prevent him from loving
them. In a similar way the hope of receiving good
from God if we seek to please Him, provided we do
not look on it as a right but as His gift, instead of
nourishing.selfishness draws our hearts towards Him.

I have spoken of certain difficulties arising from
the circumstance that occasionally a wrong action
may, apparently at least, bring about a useful result,
and a right action, on the other hand, a result which
seems to be disadvantageous. I have pointed out
how ill qualified we are to judge whether the conse-